
MINUTES 
Douglas PTO Meeting 

December 13, 2016 

In attendance 

Stephanie King, Joanne Lague, Pam Morrissette, Lisa Dean, Bria Peach, Sam Cederbaum, Melissa Witkus, Jen 
Chamberland 

The meeting was called to order by Pam M. @ 7:02pm 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the November 9, 2016 meeting were reviewed and a motion to accept was made by Sam C., 
seconded by Melissa W., approved unanimously 

Budget 

Jen C. reported on results of recent fundraisers: Relax ‘n Shop earned $404 between vendor fees and raffles, 
event was not well-attended but we may consider doing bigger event in spring with more time to plan and 
promote; holiday wreaths made $786; Yankee Candle made about $2900 but that does not include online orders 
so it will be more; our 1st Movie Night had a low turnout, possibly because it was Thursday night, profit from 
concessions was low when you subtract movie licensing fee, we are planning another one in January on a Friday 
night and hoping for better turnout; final KidStuff Coupon Books profit is $2950, we’ve kept some books on 
consignment to sell throughout the year; updated Magazine Drive profit is about $2200 as online orders and 
address book orders trickle in 

Cash balance stands at about $67,600; amount left to fundraise for the year about $20,000; most teachers still 
have money to spend from their teacher accounts, only a couple have spent so far; we just signed a new 2-year 
contract with Laprade Studios for school pictures 

Fundraising Update: Just completed Candy Cane Holiday Shoppe, numbers not official but about $950 
expected; we need to promote our Amazon link for holiday shopping, also look into if you can use link with 
Amazon app for smartphones; major fundraisers done for now; Hannaford Helps program running right now, we 
earn $1 for every reusable bag sold at Uxbridge Hannaford, we’ve earned $17 so far, will continue to promote 
throughout the month 

Committee Reports  

Staff Appreciation: We still would like to get coordinators for each school to help plan and implement monthly 
events, Lisa D. has reached out to committee members but no one can commit to it right now, we may have to 
abandon doing monthly events and going to every couple months if we can’t get someone to step up; there are no 
December plans as it is a very busy time of year and month is shortened with holiday break; looking to plan a 
soup event again for January, would need to solicit donations/food from community 

Spiritwear: There was no school store this month due to Candy Cane Shoppe; Alison G. would like to run it again 
on the 2nd Friday in January; we’re planning a spirit wear push for holidays, order forms will go out this week 

Recess: Per Jenn Wightman, committee coordinator, both schools are all set for recess equipment right now 

Family Events: We held a family shopping night during the Candy Cane Shoppe on 12/8 when both Primary and 
Elementary families could shop, Mr. C hosted a PJ Storytime and we had donated baked goods and hot 
chocolate available, attendance was decent 

We are planning another Family Movie Night for Friday, January 27th; movie still to be decided; will offer pizza, 
snacks and drinks again 

Community Relations: There has been a ton of new donations to the Closet; Pam Pupka and Jen Larson did a 
lot of organizing at the beginning of the year but we still need help sorting through stuff and organizing; right now 
there is a lot of the same sizes (mostly small children), we’d like to eventually get a wider size range; Mrs. 
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LaFortune, 4th grade teacher’s aide, approached Lisa D. about helping organize the Closet at some point; Melissa 
W. will check in with Tracy Purvis to see if she needs any clothing items for the Snowflake Drive or if she has 
heard from any families who need items; Mrs. King inquired if we have sent out the form yet asking if anyone 
needs anything, we haven’t yet but we will plan to do so in the near future 

Rewards: Cathy Sargent and Sharon Olsen are doing a great job running the box tops program, they have a 
system in place that’s working well so far, Lisa D. has touched base with them regarding a box tops contest and 
will help them get that going, profit check due this month 

There is a ton of plastic for Trex in the PTO storage room, Lisa D. will coordinate with Wendy Lukason to get 
started on turning that in 

Pam M. is taking over ink/electronics recycling, planning an e-waste drive after holidays, will send flyer out before 
break 

Principal’s Report – Mr. Cederbaum in attendance 

Everything right now is going very well; Mr. C was approached by a parent regarding a local child diagnosed with 
cancer who would like to receive birthday cards, so he will coordinate with Middle School student council to have 
them work with Elementary students to make cards as community service project; staff and teachers are already 
busy preparing for 100th Day of School activities 

Teacher’s Report – Mrs. King, Kindergarten teacher, in attendance 

Thank you for Johnny the K program, kids loved it; Primary will have Pajama Day on 12/23 (half day); Mrs. Socha 
is working with staff/teachers to plan for 100th Day of School and Dr. Seuss Week; Veterans Day program went 
extremely well, there was a wonderful spread of food, Mrs. King’s father attended and said it was much better 
than last year, Mr. C suggested getting some Elementary kids to donate artwork/decorations for next year to build 
community between the two schools 

Other Business 

Lisa and Pam working with The Crafty Nest in Whitinsville for a Craft Night in lieu of Paint Night for February 
event on 2/3; they’ve created a special craft for us - set of wooden blocks, 2 sides would be painted, one side 
Valentine’s Day themed and other side spring themed; they’re currently fine tuning the financial side of it (how 
much they charge us and how much we charge attendees); looking into where to hold it – possibly Sokol Club 

Bria P. taking over coordination/creation of classroom wish lists on Teacherlists.com; sent email to all teachers 
last week encouraging them to create a wish list so families can donate needed items; will forward email to Mr. C 
and Mrs. Socha so they can reblast to teachers and include other staff members who may have needs, as well 
(nurse, librarian, special education specialists, etc…) 

Melissa W. is working on the Six Flags Read to Succeed program for early next year; she’s also becoming more 
involved in DPAC and relayed a request from them asking if PTO would be interested in joining together on some 
events/initiatives in the future, Board members will discuss at next Board meeting 

Providence Bruins event at Dunkin Donuts Center took place at beginning of December and was a lot of fun (Lisa 
D. was there), about 54 people attended; next event is Disney on Ice on 12/28 and 12/30, tickets are expected for 
distribution very soon, there are about 30 people attending evening show on the 28th and about 26 people 
attending daytime show on the 30th 

Next Meeting 

January 10, 2016 @ 7pm in Elementary School Library 
 
Motion to adjourn was made @ 7:47pm by Melissa W., seconded by Pam M., and was passed unanimously 


