
 

Douglas PTO Meeting 
Nov 7, 2017 
 
In Attendance 
Jenn Duclos, Sam Cederbaum, Cindy Socha, Pam Chisholm, Wendy Lukason, Melisa Witkus, Aimee Evers, Rachel 
Sartori, Melissa Johnson, Pam Morrissette 
 
Meeting called to order by Pam M. at 7:02 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes from the October 3, 2017 meeting were reviewed and a motion to accept by was made by Melissa J., 
and seconded by Pam C., approved unanimously. 
 
Budget/Fundraising 
Per Jen C.: the October budget was reviewed. Most recently we have closed out the Fall Bulbs fundraiser, bringing in 
over $1000 for the schools. Pam M. mentioned that bulbs can still be purchased online, so we could still add a bit 
more to that total. We sold concessions at Trunk or Treat that generated about $250 in sales.  
Current and Upcoming Fundraisers 
Yankee candle: Per Pam M., Catalog sales are now closed. We earned about $2478.40 between catalog and online. 
The online sales are open through January so potential to earn more 
Wreaths: Per Pam C., the flyer to go this week. Wreaths are $15ea or 2 for $26. Orders need to be in by 11/20, 
wreaths delivered on 12/6.  
Holiday Shoppe: Per Pam M., the products get delivered on 12/4. We discussed days to run the sale. Mr. C. offered 
to do a reading night during the night time Shoppe. We decided that Wed, Thurs, Fri during school 12/6-12/9, with 
12/6 being the evening Shoppe. Mr. C will get us the times that the classes will be scheduled to shop and then we 
will get a volunteer sign up online. Pam C will also have a Spirit Wear Table 

Reports of Special Committees 
Staff Appreciation: Per Jenn D., great feedback from teachers and staff regarding the Halloween luncheon. A thank 
you card from the 4th grade team was passed around. The committees next idea is a cookie exchange coming in 
December.  
Spirit wear/ School Store: Per Pam C., there have been two school stores 10/13 brought in $779 and 11/3 brought 
in $587. Can’t keep up with the demand for slime and splat balls. A new order of Smencils has come in. Regarding 
Spirit Wear order form will be sent home for holiday ordering and due back 11/27. We are selling off some of the old 
stuff, but not a lot new stuff. Still lots of grey hooded zip up sweatshirts and black sweatpants.  We will be setting up 
at a table at the evening parent teacher conferences. Pam C threw out the idea for a pop up store at Mason Lodge 
on a Saturday morning. Majority of people in attendance think it would be a lot of work for not a lot of profit. Most 
think the order forms and tables at conferences and the holiday shoppe will be good for holiday orders. Lots of new 
ideas for items: umbrellas, long sleeve shirts, string bags, mesh shorts, basketball for march madness.  
Recess: Per Melissa W., she has noticed lots of new balls and things have been added recently 
Family Events:  Trunk of Treat: Wendy L. reports that the event went great.  The Douglas PD wants to be more 
involved next year and wants to have a car. Others heard that the gym was chaotic, so suggest no balls in gym next 
year. This was biggest crowd we had in recent years. Melissa J. suggested a longer route with band next year for 
more of a parade. We received many donations for the St. Denis food pantry. Next year ask for candy donations. The 
trunks were all great. Wendy suggests more prizes for trunks next year. Mr. C suggests start at 6 and over by 7:30. 
There was also an event at the HS and a dance at the middle school. Pam C has offered to reach out to middle 
school, so we don’t clash on events.  
Providence Bruins: 11/17, tickets have been disbursed 
Disney on Ice: Pam M. received an email asking if we wanted to participate again 

 



Worcester Railers: Melissa J reports that the event is set for Sunday March 11th at 3:05PM, $12 tickets. Reached out 
about making it more of a Douglas Day. She is going to look into including: Boy Scouts for the color guard, 
Elementary Chorus to sing national anthem, and Dance Sensation to dance. There are 2 intermissions for us to 
participate in.  The amount of participation is all ticket based. This is a good one to piggy back with the middle school. 
Maybe the middle school chorus at one intermission? She will ask about chuck a puck for a fundraiser during an 
intermission.  
UNOs fundraiser: We made $73.90, so not a very popular event. UNOs offered for us to do another date, possibly 
same night as Worcester Railers or a weekend day in December to coincide with holiday shopping.  
Community Relations: Per Jenn D., flyers for the Closet have been sent home with a due date of 11/21. So far 4 
families have taken advantage of this. Aimee E offered to help organize clothes if needed. Alison G. spoke about a 
few organizations she has found or reached out to seeing if they needed items.  At the food pantry at St. Denis she 
said that they would take a few flyers for anyone that asks. Jenn D will reach out to Nancy at St. Denis. Also, Alison 
knows Deacon Walter Doyle who runs Urban Missionaries in Worcester. They are housing a lot of people from 
Puerto Rico right now, so if we have extra stuff to donate, she is willing to deliver it.  Boy Scouts is having a coat 
drive if we have coats that can be donated. 
Rewards Committee: Bria was unable to make it but did send an email. Pam M reported that the winners for 
October were Mrs. Dupre’s class and Miss A’s class. October total was $165. Submitted $477 for Nov 1st deadline.. 
She is planning to run another contest through the holidays. Mr. C suggested a you pick your own gift card prize.  
 
Principals Reports/Teacher Reports 
Mrs. Socha reports that the teachers loved teacher appreciation luncheon. She said the field trip to Tougas’ was well 
received. There were 60+ parent chaperones. Kids got apples and pumpkins. The pumpkins were used STEAM day. 
Recently had Johnny the K and he was a bit hit with kids. The Veteran’s Day breakfast is coming up 11/9. We have 3 
PTO volunteers, 42 Veteran’s/25 guests. The kids will come at 9:30 to sing. Parent conferences coming up Nov 15-
17. Sign ups online with teachers. 
 
Mr. C: reports that staff loved luncheon. Book Fair coming up 11/14-11/17.  Mrs Hasemann has lots of raffle baskets. 
The annual food drive is coming up, notes going home next week. The school mascot finally has a name: BLAZE. 
The 4th grade field trip went great. SAFE program started with 3rd graders.  
 
Mrs. Witkus: Presented the Read to Succeed program for kids K-6. Kids log 6+ hours of reading time and they earn a 
ticket to Six Flags. Will start this month and will need to get back by mid Feb. Also shared that teachers loved the 
luncheon and it was greatly appreciated.  
 
Other business 

Lighting on the Common: Decided to cancel our role here. Jenn D. will reach out to let them know. 

Winter fundraising/family event ideas: Pam C presented Clay Time- kids pick out figures/paint them, they will be 
brought back to be fired and returned. Pam M- mentioned a GloBingo that seemed to be a hit in Northbridge, a Sip 
and Social for the winter months-February, Mr. C. suggested a March Cash calendar, Pam C. suggested a talent 
Show/Lip Sync as a social event since it was one of the items people asked for on survey.  5k or fun run was 
suggested, Pam C. also had info on Dave and Busters power card sales- maybe at parent teacher conferences for 
stocking stuffers- Pam M will reach out. Jen C. suggested licensed souvenir cups sales where PTO makes 50% profit 
off them.  Easter egg hunt in April was suggested on survey. Mr. C. also suggested a ball drop with Fire department- 
you buy a bag of numbered golf balls, the fire department dump bucket, and closest one to a bullseye wins.  

Next meeting 
Dec 5th @7PM in the Elementary School Library 
Motion to adjourn made by Mr. C. @8:23, seconded by Pam M, and passed unanimously.  
 



 


