
MINUTES 

Douglas PTO Meeting 

September 6, 2016 

In attendance 

Jennifer Larson, Lisa Dean, Pamela Morrissette, Melissa Witkus, Joanne Lague, Danielle Cellere, Jen 
Chamberland, Jenn Duclos, Melissa Johnson, Cindy Socha, Rachel Sartori, Aimee Evers, Kristen Bailey, Wendy 
Lukason, Sarah Plamondon, Bria Peach, Donna Hardy, Alison G. 

The meeting was called to order by Lisa D. @ 7:00pm 

Before review of the previous meeting’s minutes, the Board members introduced themselves; we then went 
around the table to allow all members present to introduce themselves 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the June 7, 2016 meeting were reviewed and a motion to accept was made by Jennifer L., 
seconded by Pam M., approved unanimously 

Budget 

New Treasurer Jennifer Chamberland reported on the budget; our cash balance stands at $67,675.26; Jen gave a 
brief overview of fundraising report which currently shows expected profits based on previous year’s efforts as we 
haven’t done any fundraisers for this year yet; spending report shows where our money goes and how much and 
what’s left in each account after expenses; our annual fundraising goal is $35,000  

Fundraising Update: Our 1st fundraiser for the year is the Magazine Drive which kicked off on Sept. 6; we will be 
hosting a booth at Octoberfest again this year (10/1) with games and spirit wear sales, volunteer sign-up sheet 
was sent around 

Bria P. discussed a new fundraising opportunity with KidStuff Coupon Books; vendor strongly suggests we send 
home coupon book w/each student; initial reaction was no way, but after discussing with members present and 
Mrs. Socha, we’ve decided to go ahead with it; Mrs. Socha confirmed that they can provide class lists for each 
Primary teacher, will request same from Mr. Cederbaum; Bria will reach out for helpers to label each book and 
assemble take-home packets 

Committee Reports 

Staff Appreciation: Lisa D. has stepped down as Chair of the committee; we need new chairs, preferably one for 
each school, and new members. No plans in place for September yet. 

Spiritwear: Alison G. worked on this committee last year, helped with the School Store in 2nd half of year during 
lunches once a month and at events, she has agreed to stay on and help manage the store; Deb replenished 
stock in June 

Recess: Jen Wightman will continue to coordinate this committee; she is responsible for stocking recess carts at 
each school as needed and informing Board of needed items. The Labels for Education program is ending so we 
will use rewards points from Price Chopper’s Tools for Schools, Stop & Shop’s A+ Rewards, and create recess 
wish lists to acquire recess items. 

Family Events: Our annual Back-to-School Ice Cream Social will be held on 9/23; we’re getting 4 tubs of ice 
cream from Ice Cream Lady; we have some toppings in the supply room but will need to ask for more donations 
from community; someone raised the issue of allergen-free toppings, we can ask for those specifically and keep 
them for special requests 
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The 1st enrichment program of the year, Understanding Wildlife, will be held on 9/28; there will be a morning 
show at each school and an evening show for families @ Elementary at 6pm for $5/person (profits go directly to 
organization, not PTO); features rainforest animals 

Trunk-or-Treat event scheduled for 10/28 

Community Relations: Jen L. headed this committee last year; Alison G. helped organize Community Cares 
Closet, a resource for community members in need of clothing items; we need to address the overabundance of 
clothes we have in Closet – Sarah P. suggested donating some winter stuff to the Masons as they do a drive for 
children in need each holiday season; last year we did Fill-a-Bag for $5 at Touch-a-Truck that seemed successful, 
we’d like to incorporate into more events this year; suggested we do it at Octoberfest booth, but Melissa W. 
warned it could get confusing and would need to watch that people don’t grab spirit wear  

Rewards: Lisa D. has stepped down as committee chair; Cathy Sargent and Sharon Olson have taken over box 
tops program, we need counters for each month, can be done at home; our 1st Box Tops contest raffle winners for 
the year will be drawn at Ice Cream Social, collection sheets can be downloaded and printed from our website, 
sheets can be sent in items (you don’t have to be present at event to win); Lisa D. explained that the Box Tops 
Trophy is awarded each month to the class at each school who collects the most box tops; we typically can make 
over $3000 per year on box tops alone 

We also need volunteers to take over recycling programs: shoes, ink/electronic, cellphones, etc…; also need Trex 
helpers; contest starts in November and goes through April; need people to collect and weigh plastic and drop off 
at collection points; Lisa D. and Bria P. will handle store rewards programs for now 

Principal’s Report – Mrs. Socha in attendance 

Mrs. Socha reported that Primary had a great opening day and haven’t had many busing issues; they have 18 
full-day MWF and 11 full-day TTh preschool students; Kindergarten and 1st grade field trip to Southwick’s Zoo 
scheduled for 10/14, they alternate each year between zoo and apple picking; they are holding their staff meeting 
next week and Mrs. Socha will once again ask teachers to sign up to attend a meeting each month; she has 
already scheduled an enrichment program for May – Jason Lefevre, author of Too Much Glue; she is also doing 
the Veteran’s Day program again and will need volunteers and donations, veterans can bring a guest this year; 
Primary is also looking to change up Field Day next spring but hasn’t discussed anything yet; Mrs. Socha 
requested a budget breakout for Primary that shows exactly what funds they have available and for what purpose, 
Jen C. can work with her on that 

Pam M. confirmed that Deb Hudgins has agreed to come in twice a month in the morning to do Music & 
Movement for preschool students 

Other Business 

The Board has decided to adjust the schedule of meetings from the 1st Tuesday of each month to better work 
around School Committee meetings. It was therefore decided to move to a mostly 2nd Tuesday of each month 
schedule, with some months not adhering to that because of conflicts. The new schedule will be posted on 
bulletin boards, website, and reminders go home each month. 

Volunteer sign-up sheets were passed around to sign up for the Open House, Ice Cream Social, Octoberfest, and 
special committees; will also have sign-up sheets at Open House 

Lisa D. reiterated that we always welcome ideas for new fundraisers and events and encouraged everyone to 
reach out if they want to help in some way 

Next Meeting 

October 11, 2016 @ 7pm in Elementary School Library 
 
Motion to adjourn was made @ 8:05pm by Melissa W., seconded by Lisa D., and was passed unanimously 


